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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 5425 
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TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, MO, SP, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARA DEVELOPMENTS 

1. GOM MEDIA NOVEMBER 7 STRESSING THEME THAT MARCH 
CONTINUING, ALTHOUGH FIRST CONTINGENT OF MARCHERS WHICH CAMPED 
EVENING NOVEMBER 6 OPPOSITE SPANISH "DISSUASION LINE" REPORTEDLY 
REMAINS IN PLACE. RADIO RABAT SAID AT 1400 GMT THAT 44,000 
VOLUNTEERS HAD CROSSED FRONTIER NOVEMBER 6 AND THAT ANOTHER 
45,000 CROSSING NOVEMBER 7. SAID VOLUNTEERS WILL BE PROCEEDING 
TOWARD EL AYOUN "FROM THREE MAIN DIRECTIONS." (THIS LAST STATE- 
MENT GIVES NEW AND UNEXPLAINED TWIST TO GOM STRATEGY.) 
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2. MEDIA AGAIN PLAYED UP PRIMIN OSMAN'S LEADING OF MARCHERS. 
CABINET MEMBERS IN GOM MARCHING DELEGATION INCLUDE FONMIN 
LARAKI, MINJUSTICE, MIN OF PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNICATIONS, 
MINISTER OF URBANISM. HOUSING AND TOURISM. MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH, SECSTATE FOR SAHARA AFFAIRS, AND SECSTATE FOR ARAB AND 
ISLAMIC AFFAIRS. AMBASSADORS OF QATAR, SUDAN, AND OMAN ALSO 
PARTICIPATING. SUCH HIGH LEVEL PARTICIPATION WOULD MAKE FOR 
EXTERMELY DICEY SITUATION IF VIOLENCE ERUPTED. FOUR HUNDRED 
FOREIGN JOURNALISTS ALSO REPORTED ON HAND. 

3. GOM CONTINUES TO AVOID COMMENT ON F POLISARIO CLAIMS 

OF SERIOUS CLASHES WITHIN NORTHEASTERN SAHARA, PROBABLY AT LEAST 
IN PART TO AVOID DIGNIFYING SUCH CLAIMS. IT ALSO SEEMS POSSIBLE 
THAT GOM AVOIDING EXCESSIVE PUBLIC FOCUS ON F POLISARIO AT TIME 
WHEN MOROCCO'S ATTENTION MAINLY FIXED ON MARCHERS AND WHEN GOM 
APPEARS TO BE ATTEMPTING SOFT PEDAL ITS DIFFERENCES WITH ALGERIA 
(RABAT 5392 NOTAL) AT LEAST IN PUBLIC. 

4. WE UNDERSTAND THAT A LEAST SOME, IF NOT ALL, AIR CONNECTIONS 
BETWEEN ALGERIA AND MOROCCO HAVE BEEN INTERRUPTED. RAIL AND 
BUS TRANSPORT ACROSS BORDER HAS BEEN DISRUPTED FOR SOME TIME 
DUE TO PREEMPTION OF MEANS OF TRANSPORT ON MOROCCAN SIDE TO 
MOVE MARCHERS, AND CURRENT STATUS OF GROUND TRAVEL NOT CLEAR. 

5. MANY SPANISH CITIZENS, AS WELL AS DEPENDENTS OF SOME 
OFFICIALS, ARE LEAVING THE COUNTRY AS ANXIETIES RISE OVER 
UNCERTAINTIES SURROUNDING OUTCOME OF MARCH. CONGEN TANGIER 
HAS HEARD THAT ABOUT 400 MEMBERS OF SPANISH COMMUNITY OF 
1500-2000 IN TETOUAN HAVE LEFT, AND SPANISH PRIMARY SCHOOL IN 
TANGIER CLOSED EARLY ON NOVEMBER 7 TO PERMIT SOME DEPARTURES. 

6. KING SENT MESSAGE TO MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH, 

TEXT OF WHICH RELEASED NOVEMBER 7. MESSAGE, WHICH PROBABLY 
DESIGNED TO REASSURE MAURITANIANS AND AT SAME TIME REMIND THE 
WORLD THAT MOROCCO NOT MERELY PURSUING ITS OWN CLAIMS, INFORMED 
OULD DADDAH THAT MARCH HAD BEGUN (IN THE EVENT HE’D MISSED 
NEWS), AND SAID ACT HERALDS "END OF COLONIALISM AND LIBERATION 

OF THIS PART OF OUR AFRICAN HOMELAND THROUGH OUR JOINT EFFORTS." 
EXPRESSED BELIEF THOSE EFFORTS WILL "BENEFIT OUR TWO COUNTRIES 
AND TWO PEOPLES." 
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7. COMMENT: PAUSE IN THE ADVANCE OF FORWARD-MOST MARCHING 
UNITS IS PROVIDING BRIEF RESPITE DURING WHICH NEGOTIATIONS COULD 
PROCEED, AND JUSTIFICATION COULD PRESUMABLY BE MADE FOR EXTENSION 
OF PAUSE FOR ANOTHER TWO OR THREE DAYS TO ALLOW ALL 350,000 OR 
SO MARCHERS TO BE BROUGHT UP TO FORWARD POSITIONS. AT SAME 
TIME KING FOR HOST OF REASONS-LOGISITICS, INTERNAL AND INCREASING 
INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES, AND INCREASINGLY AGGRESSIVE POSTURE OF 
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F POLISARIO— CANNOT AFFORD TO LOSE MOMENTUM COMPLETELY. 

PRESSURE WILL CONTINUE TO MOUNT ON HIM TO ACT. WHILE HIS OPTIONS 
COULD WELL NARROW FURTHER IN DIRECTION OF A CHOICE BETWEEN 
VIOLENCE AND BACKDOWN. 
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